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Yeah, yeah. | know. There wasn't an Artychoke
with the last Thyme. It was all due to extended
travelling in New Zealand and a confusion over
deadlines. Fear not. ARTYCHOKE continues
unabated.

Speaking of New Zealand, the Fan Fund for
Australia and New Zealand (of which yours truly is half
the Australian administrator) is proud to announce an
artistic venture which may well be something of a
publishing first. The other half of the administrator,
Karen Pender-Gunn has recently edited The Ever So
Slightly Unusual Dinosaur Colouring In Book which,
with impeccable timing, cashes in on the global
saurian craze with 23 very strange dinosaurs indeed,
all suitable for colouring in by child or adult afike.
Attists include such names as Gerard Ashworth,
Sheryl Birkhead, Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Craig
Hilton, Lewis Morley, Marilyn Pride, Darren Reid,
Helen Reilly, Martin Reilly, David L. Russell, Jay Shell,
Steve Scholz, Kemri Valkova, Bill Ware, Phil
Wiodarczyk and yours truly. Many of these artists
have, or will be, featured on the pages of this august
fanzine. The books are available from the
ARTYCHOKE editorial address (above) for the sum of
$7 in your country’s currency (includes postage).
Make cheques payable to Karen Pender-Gunn. All
profits go to a worthy cause - FFANZ - and
possession of a copy guarantees an increase in your
fan crediility quotient.

Well, so much for the shameless plug.

FEATURE ARTIST - TONIA WALDEN

Perhaps not widely known in Science Fiction
fandom, Queensiand's Tonia Walden has made quite
a name for herself in the field of small press comics.
Some even call her 'The Princess of independent
mini-comic publishing in Brisbane’ She both edits and
draws. Her artwork covers the whole range from the
cartoony to the realistic. Among her regular characters
is Maxwell the yuppie demon, the occasional angel
and Bamey the surfie vampire, as well as the short,
short-tempered Harpic and her stupid fox terrier Jess.

In collaboration with Scott Beattie, Harpic appears
in The Adventures Of Harpic: The VW Caper, an
ongoing series of comics in which the diminutive
heroine steals Maxwell's demonic Volkswagen, a
vehicle capable of transcending the timettaste barrier.
On her travels she narrowly avoids running over a
young Jesus, succeeds in running over Jim Morrison
("The path of my life is strewn with hippies with no
road sense”), hides the body in the Jurassic and goes
on to start the fire of London.

Totally Wicked s a showcase of various cartoonists
artwork from around Australia, slickly edited by Tonia.
She also edited Up Your Nose, a hard-hitting mini
comic drumming up support and funds for Amnesty
International. This featured work by several artists on
the subject of repression, torture and speaking up
against man's inhumanity to man. For me, one of the
most moving and disturbing pieces was Tonia’s
Milgram's 37, a hair-raisingly true account of
psychological experiments conducted at Yale in 1960.
Volunteers were told they were to give electric shocks
to a person in the next room, whenever he got the
answer to a question wrong. The results were
incredibly frightening and dark.

To obtain any of the above publications from
Tonia, sent a few dollars and a SASE to her at PO
Box 328, Carina, Queensland, 4152. Some titles may
be out of print, but she’ll send you something.
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Tonia Walden and Friend, by Tonia Walden.
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